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» Dissemination (54% 1st choice)
» Career prospects (20% 1st choice)

» Improved funding (13% 1st
choice)

» Ego (9% 1st choice)
» Patent protection (4% 1st choice)
» Other (5% 1st choice)

Bryan Coles
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Original research, author(s)’ own work, new, 3000 to 6000, and can even go
up to 12000 words for some journals

Review article: literature reviews, systematic reviews, and meta-analyses
with the maximum word limit being 3000-5000 or even more.

Clinical case study similar to that of an original article.

Clinical trial: Clinical trial articles are also long, usually of about the same
length as an original research article. Clinical trials also require practical work
experience, as well as, high standards of ethics and reliability.

Perspective, Conceptual, opinion, and commentary: present a personal
point of view critiquing widespread notions pertaining to a field. These are
considered as secondary literature and are usually short articles, around 2000
words.

Book review: are also relatively short articles and less time-consuming.
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Section Purpose

Title Clearly describes contents
Authors Ensures recognition for the writer(s)
Abstract Describes what was done

Key Words (some journals)

Ensures the article is correctly identified
in abstracting and indexing services

Introduction Explains the problem
Methods Explains how the data were collected
Results Describes what was discovered
Discussion Discusses the implications of the findings
Ensures those who helped in the research
Acknowledgements .
are recognised
Refarences Ensures previously published work is

recognised

Appendices (some journals)

Provides supplemental data for the expert
reader
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