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Most scientists regarded the new streamlined
peer-review process as ‘quite an improvement.’
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Reviewers look for

Originality — what's new about subject, treatment or
results?

Relevance to and extension of existing knowledge
Research methodology — are conclusions valid and
objective?

Clarity, structure and quality of writing — does it
communicate well?

Sound, logical progression of argument

Theoretical and practical implications (the ‘so what?’
factors!)

Recency and relevance of references
Adherence to the editorial scope and objectives of the
journg]
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This Is an absolute rejection without any
reviewers' reports attached.

"best of luck!”

An initial review of your article has made it clear
that this submission Is inappropriate for our
journal.

the paper Is purely descriptive and lacks any
theoretical
grounding for the work. Nor does the analysis

provide any theoretical
perspective. 56
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B Ao Sy pw IS
Hamid, | |
| have had three reviews done of your article (all by

astronomers or | |
scientists) - they are a little bit harsh.

One says "The article is competent but really | didnt see
anything original. .

Another simply says "the paper could be improved in
clarity, ...

However, the main referee wrote the following...
The quality of this paper is very poor....

| have copied this reply to David and perhaps you might
like to consider your next course of action. | myself quite
like the article and think it would be

a different paper from the ones we normally receive for
TEL. I don't think it should be rejected, but it clearly
does need some further work and tidying up
--so0-please-let me know whether-you-will- revise-it.

64



TITLE: A survey of internet searching skills among
Intermediate school students and school library and librarian
role in it: A case study

However, the methodology needs a bit more elaboration. In
the abstract the author(s) describe using a qualitative
approach in this study. However, in the methodology section
they wrote ,approach taken in this study will be quantitative“
(p. 9). For the reviewer the approach taken seems to be more
similar to a mixed methods approach; the methodology as a
whole needs a better explanation. The results are presented
and described and some discussion has been included into
the Conclusion section. The reviewer had preferred to have a
separate discussion section.

| also understand that the authors had to hurry because of
the deadline; it is very visible within this paper — many spelling
mistakes occur and the style is not very coherent

and presentation enjoyable. However, the reviewer suggests
to accept this presentation for the conference.



The paper is generally effectively developed.

However, it does continue a potentially
misleading perspective, traceable to studies in
the 1960s, which do not separate description
and value and assume that certain information
seeking methods, themselves not necessarily
well-defined, are intrinsically preferable to
others and particularly to those which are
widely practised — whereas their wide practice
might indicate their real utility.



1. The title is rather long.
2 ‘good facilities’: value judgment immediately
iIntroduced — and without immediate justification.
Is the internet antithetically understood to conventional
libraries, which themselves do make use of internet
message transmission systems?
5 The paper is progressively developed.
6-7 Review of literature could be more synthesizing
with regard to the paper’s own intentions and structure.
8 Again rather normative in its implications with
regard to criteria for searching (implication that there is a
correct, or at least, better, method — this may be true but
needs to be specifically demonstrated).
9 Clear account of the research design.
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Most scientists regarded the new streamlined
peer-review process as ‘quite an improvement.’



So9le Wl

Hochberg, M. E., Chase, J. M., Gotelli, N. J.,
Hastings, A., & Naeem, S. (2009).“The
tragedy of the reviewer’'s commons”

Louis de Mesnard (2010): On Hochberg et
al.’s “The tragedy of the reviewer’s
commons”
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